Summary

The Jungle Book is a story made up of mostly animal characters. In the story, the animals can
talk, but they use their own language. Mowgli is alone in the jungle and the wolves decide to
look after him like their own child. But Shere Khan, the tiger, does not like Mowgli. Mowgli goes
to live in a village with humans to stay safe but that doesn't last long. He misses his jungle
family and makes a plan to defeat Shere Khan and return to his family.

Context

The Jungle Book was written by Rudyard Kipling in 189%. The story was originally published in
a magazine with Kipling's dad hand-sketching the illustrations. Kipling was born in India and
lived there until the age of six. He then spent ten years in England before going back to India

to work. When Kipling lived in England he lived with his sister and a British family who looked
after Indian children who came to England to study. Kipling’s parents stayed in India and he
had no other family in England. It is thought that Mowgli living without his parents is similar to
Kipling's childhood. The story has since been rewritten many times and adapted into films.
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Activity 1: What do you already know about the jungle? Look at images and videos of
jungles around the world.

Activity 2: After watching videos of jungles and looking at photos, create your own
jungle artwork.

Activity 3: Create a small world Tuff Tray of a jungle - can you use any words to describe
what you are playing with?

Questions based on the book cover

Activity 1: Front Cover Analysis

Label the front cover looking for:
® Its main features
Genre clues

©® What does the title tell us about the story?
® Who is the main character and what do you think they will be like?
Who wrote the book?

Activity 2: Back Cover Analysis
® What have you learnt already about the story?

® What do you think happens that makes Mowgli learn that the jungle is not a place for
boys?
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Key Themes

Activity: While reading the book, collect examples for each theme on a post-it note
and add to a working wall.

A Child Without his Parents
Mowgli is left by his birth parents and then fostered and raised by the jungle animals.
When trouble starts, they send him to live with humans. The humans look after him
for a short time before they don't trust him and he has to leave. It is thought that
Kipling based Mowgli on his own experience of being sent to England by his parents to
live with people he didn't know.

Who am I?
Mowgli is raised by the animals in the jungle and his name means ‘frog’. Mowgli knows
he is different to the animals in the jungle but is part of their family. When he joins the
humans in the village, he cannot talk like they can and even thought they are human

like him he realises his family is still in the jungle.
-

€ Rules

The jungle has its own rules that the animals follow. They have leaders and respect
the animal who has the authority. They all have their own jobs and some animals take
the responsibility for protecting Mowgli, when others want him gone. It explores the
natural environment on the jungle were animals fight to protect their families.

A

Challenge: Think about the theme of identity. How do you know who you are? What
do you love or hate? How do you treat other people? Do you belong to any clubs or
groups?
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Character Spotlight

Starter Activity:
Create freeze frames from events in the story leading up to this moment. Include when
Mowgli’s jungle family told him he had to leave. How many freeze frames represent
Mowgli being happy and how many represent him being sad?

Artwork:
® Create pieces of art for each part of the story. Talk about how Mowgli felt in each
picture.

Challenge: Can you create a character spotlight for Mowgli using all the information
you gathered?
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Post-Read Discussion

® Page 14 - Why was Father Wolf worried about Mowgli?
Who was Akela?
Page 20 - Why was Shere Khan angry?
® Page 22 - Why did Mowgli not want to learn?
Who was Mowgli’s brother?
Page 30 - How did Mowgli feel when the monkeys grabbed him?
® Who went to get Baloo and Bagheera for Mowgli?
What did the monkeys want Mowgli to teach them?
Who helped Baloo and Bagheera save Mowgli from the monkeys?
Page 56 - Why was Akela not the leader anymore?
Page 70 - Where did Mowgli go to live to stay safe? How did he feel about this?
® Page 76 - Why was the village safe for Mowgli?
® Page 98 - Why did the farmers stop Mowgli from helping them?
When Mowgli went back to the jungle how did he get rid of Shere Khan?
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Mowgli, Shere Khan would hurt him. But the monkeys didn't listen.

Activity: Create story map or story mountain for the story- verbally retell the story
to a friend.
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