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About this Resource

This resource can be used by parents, teachers, carers and young readers.
It is designed to provide fun, engaging and creative ideas to explore Maggie Sparks and the
Monster Baby.

The resources are suitable to use in and out of the classroom, allowing young readers to get
even more out of the book!

Summary
Maggie Sparks is a mischievous little witch who uses her magic to turn every day into an
adventure. When her Mum comes home with her baby brother, Maggie is not happy!

Maggie decides she really must make sure everyone knows what a monster her baby brother is,
even if she has to use magic to do it! Sometimes she gets her spells wrong but that won't stop
her trying, along with the help of her pet chameleon, Bat.

Maggie works hard to show everyone that her baby brother is a monster whilst trying to get
her parents’ attention.
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Pre-Read Discussion Questions and Activities

DO Judge a Book by its Cover!

Take a look at the book cover. What clues can the cover give us about the book?

Activity 1: Front Cover Analysis

Can you find ...

® Who are the two main characters in the story? What can
you find out about them from the illustration?
Who is the author?

©® What are the main colours in the front cover? Why do you
think they have used a lot of green?

Can you answer the following questions?

® What do you think the book will be about?
There are lots of cookies on the cover. What do you think
happens with cookies in the story?

® Looking at the illustrations, how do you think Maggie feels

about her baby brother?

Activity 2: Back Cover Analysis QD :

Read the blurb. Maggie Sparks does hot
Why do you think Maggie doesn’t want a baby brother? 5 CWShtfbdby:i“Shw
® How do you think Maggie will show her Mum and Dad that = x rermam Zfi‘iaiiéii:irbﬁiﬁ?

her brother is a monster?
® Do you think he really is a monster?
Do you want to read this story? Why? Why not?
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Pre-read discussion questions it ol

Before you begin reading the book, how would you answer

the following questions?

® Have you ever read any other stories about magic?

® What do you think about Maggie Sparks from the cover?
Do you think Maggie Sparks sounds like a good big sister?

® If you could do magic, what spell would you use?
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Engagement Activities

Activity 1: Wand Walk

It is always fun to go on a walk with your friends and family. No matter the weather, a
walk is great for your health and your mind. Grab your wellies or a sun hat and prepare
for your adventure.

You are going to gather some nature treasures to make your own magic wand.
® You will need the best stick you can find. Does it need to be long and thin or short and
bumpy? That is up to you! Maybe each family member needs their own wand too.

Collect the most magical looking leaves you can find on the ground and any fallen
flower petals that catch your eye.

® When you get home; using twine, ribbon or string, attach your leaves to your stick and
with a sprinkle of glitter, you have created your own perfect nature wand.

You can then use this magical wand to help you with the next activities!
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Engagement Activities

Activity 2: Worry Wand

Maggie is worried in the story and because of this she tries to get rid of her brother,
instead of facing how she feels.

Feeling worried is a normal feeling and happens to everybody. It is ok to feel worried
and if we talk about it and get help from other people, our worries can go away.

Have you ever felt worried about anything, or do you feel worried about anything right
now?

Create your own Worry Wand to help you express your feelings. On the wand below
write down any of your worries that you would like to magic away if you could.
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Engagement Activities

Activity 3: The Book of Magical Spells

Maggie says a small rhyme when she uses her magic but sometimes her spells go
wrong!

Create your own book of magic spells that you would love to work. It could be a spell to
make your favourite animal appear, or to turn your tea into a mountain of fizzy sweets-
the choice is yours!

You could write or draw your spells on the template below. Or create your own spell
book by folding some paper in half and then decorate the front cover of your spell book
as well.
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Engagement Activities

Activity 4: Magical Fireflies
Create your own magical firefly jar to turn on at nighttime.
Find a glass jar and give it a good wash, remember to remove any labels.

Decorate the outside of your jar with anything you like. You could use paint, ribbon,
stickers or pens- but remember not to cover the whole jar as you need to be able to see
the light at the end.

Put battery powered fairy lights or a tea light in your jar and watch your magical firefly
jar light up the room at night.

Use the template below to test out some design ideas for your jar. Be as creative as you
would like!

_/
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Post-Read Discussion Questions

Page 12 - Why did Maggie think that something was wrong with her?

Why did Maggie do a magic spell to make a huge burping noise? Did the spell do what
she had hoped it would?

What did Maggie do in the story to make it look like her brother was being naughty?
Why was Maggie turning invisible?
How did Maggie feel about her baby brother at the end of the story?

Extra Fun Challenges!

Design your own magical pet. What animal would it be? It might even be a new animal
nobody has heard of. What is its name? What magic does it do? You could draw, paint,
colour or even create your magical pet using junk modelling. If you are feeling really
crafty, you could sew your own teddy of your magical friend!

Maggie's mum bakes delicious cookies. Bake your own cookies to enjoy whilst reading
the book again!
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This Teaching and Learning Resource has been written by
Katie Corrigan as part of Every Cherry Publishing.

For more resources like this one, please visit:
https://www.everycherry.com/resources
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