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E A S I E R  C L A S S I C S

Summary
King Lear doesn’t want to rule his kingdom anymore and decides to give it to one of his daughters. 
But because he has three daughters, he decides that the one who loves him the most will get 
the kingdom. When his youngest daughter is silent, he makes her leave the country and gives his 
kingdom to his other two daughters to share. But his daughters do not get along and are both fed 
up of looking after their dad. When one daughter decides she wants the whole kingdom, she kills 
her sister then dies herself. King Lear’s youngest daughter has come back to try and protect her dad 
from her plotting sisters, but she gets hurt in the battle and also dies. King Lear lost all of his family 
and had nobody left, he died next to his daughter. 
 
Context
King Lear was one of William Shakespeare’s first plays, written in 1606. The play has been rewritten 
a few times, but the main themes remain the same. It is still one of Shakespeare’s most popular 
plays. Shakespeare wrote the play when James I became the King of England; nobody knew who 
would take over after him as he had no son to give the Kingdom to when he died. 

Glossary

kingdom A place that is ruled by a king or queen.
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 1. Pre Read Discussion
Activity 1: King Lear was printed for the first time in 1608. Look at pictures of where you 
live in 1608 and pictures of where you live now. What is the difference and is anything 
the same?

Activity 2: King Lear is wearing a royal crown on the front cover. Make your own royal 
crown to wear whilst reading the story. 

Pre-Read Discussion Questions and Activities  

Challenge: Can you think of two predictions for the story? Your predictions can be 
presented verbally, written, drawn or painted. 

2. Questions Based on the Book Cover
Activity 1: Front Cover Analysis

Label the book cover, looking for:
Its main features.
Potential main themes.
Genre clues.
Inferences about the text.

Discussion Questions: 
     What does the title tell us about the story? 
     Who is the main character and what do you think they will 
be like?
     Who wrote the book?

Activity 2: Back Cover Analysis
Look at the blurb on the back of the book:
     What have you learnt already about the story? 
     What genre do you think the book is? Why do you think this?
     What do you think it means by 
     Can she prove her love before it is too late?
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Key Themes

Family Fall-Outs
King Lear has three daughters, but they do not get along with each other. Instead 
of loving each other like family they are unkind to each other. The two older sisters 
Goneril and Regan both want the kingdom to themselves. Because of this Goneril 
killed Regan so that she could be the only one with power. Goneril dies later on, as 
well as King Lear’s youngest daughter Cordelia. They are meant to be family but 
instead die unhappy with each other.  

Power
King Lear decides to give the Kingdom to his daughters Goneril and Regan, not 
because they deserved it but because they said they loved him the most. Giving power 
to the two sisters for the wrong reason does not work out well for the Kingdom. Their 
greed means they take more money off of people that live in the kingdom. Their want 
for power is so strong in the end that it causes them to die. 

Forgiveness and Love
King Lear banishes his youngest daughter, Cordelia, because she is too shy to say how 
much she loves him. Cordelia moves away to live with her husband but when she finds 
out that her dad may be in danger she makes a plan to go and help him. She forgives 
what he did to her because she loves him so much. The King also banished his good 
friend Kent for not agreeing with his plan, but Kent returns in disguise to help the 
King as he still loves him and forgives him.  

Glossary
Authority

Banish

Disguise

Authority is the right to command and control other people.

When someone is made to leave a place and not allowed back.

Change how you look so that you can’t be recognised.
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Character Spotlight

Challenge: Can you create a character spotlight for King Lear using all the 
information you gathered?

Challenge: Complete the same activities in the role of Cordelia.

Think about the character of King Lear and how he acts in the story.

Starter Activity:
Get into the role of King Lear. Think about how he would have felt after his three 
daughters lied. Make a list of words describing his feelings. 

Monologue:
In the role of King Lear think of what you would say if somebody asked you if you think 
you made the right choice. Think about what you would do differently. Think about how 
you could have helped your daughters.  

Diary Entry:
In the role of King Lear, write a diary entry about how you felt after your daughters 
died and you were left with nobody.   
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Post Read Discussion

Why did King Lear want to give away his Kingdom?

Page 14 - What do you think Kent meant?

        Kent was worried about King Lear. He did not seem himself.

Page 34 - Why was King Lear angry? 

Page 40 - How do you know that Cordelia’s sisters were not sad about her being 
banished?

What did King Lear say he wanted when he gave his daughters the kingdom?

Page 48-50 - How do you know that Goneril and Regan don’t really love their father?

Why did Kent go back to England in a disguise?

Page 64 - Why do you think Kent was one of the best servants the King had ever had?

Why did Goneril make people pay taxes if they had no money? 

Page 92 - Why was King Lear locked out of the castle?

How do you think King Lear felt when he found out that Kent was back and his 
daughter Cordelia was coming to save him?

Why did Goneril kill Regan?

Who won the battle?

Why did Goneril die?

Page 134 - Why did the guards rush to open the doors and let Cordelia out?

What happened to King Lear?
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 Activities
Activity 1: Create story map or story mountain for the story; verbally retell the story to 
a friend.
Activity 2:  Design your own book cover for the story.
Activity 3:  Time to be a King or Queen. Look at royal portraits of Kings and Queens and 
how they often had a picture from the side. Draw or paint a picture of yourself as a King/ 
Queen from the side.
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