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E A S I E R  C L A S S I C S

Summary
Romeo and Juliet is a tragic love story about two characters who fall in love. Romeo and Juliet 
are from different families. Both families are enemies and have a history of conflict. Romeo and 
Juliet are able to see past their family feud, and love each other despite it.
However, Juliet’s father tells her to marry somebody else. Romeo and Juliet marry in secret, 
but family conflict drives them apart. However, family conflict drives them apart. In a horrible 
string of events, Romeo and Juliet both end up dying because they can’t bear life without the 
other. 
A story of love, conflict and tragedy.
Context
Romeo and Juliet is one of the first plays written by William Shakespeare and was first 
published in 1597. It is one of his most popular plays he has written. It is set in Verona, a city 
in Italy. Over the years it has been rewritten and made into films, books, musicals and stage 
shows.  The theme of two lovers not being allowed to be together has been used in other 
children’s films and inspired the film Gnomeo and Juliet. 

conflict

cope

tragedy

A serious disagreement and argument about something important.

To cope with a situation you have to accept it. 

Something that is very sad.

Glossary
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Pre-Read Discussion Questions and Activities

Activity 1: Romeo and Juliet is set in Verona, Italy. Research images of Verona online and 
draw a scene that you think could be in the story.

Activity 2: Music curriculum link. Listen to ‘Love Theme’ from Romeo and Juliet. How 
does the music make you feel? Listen to and appraise the music considering how it 
changes in the song and why this might be.

Activity 1: Front Cover Analysis

Activity 2: Back Cover Analysis

Questions based on the book cover

Label the front cover looking for:
Its main features
Genre clues
Inferences about the text

What does the title tell us about the story? 

Who are the main characters and what do you think they 
will be like?

Who wrote the book?

Romeo and Juliet look happy together on the cover. Do you 
think they are always happy? Explain your answer.

What have you learnt already about the story? 

What genre do you think the book is? Why do you think this?

What do you think the small bottles on the back cover are 
and what clue does this give you about the story?

Challenge: What do you think about Juliet being asked to marry somebody 
else? Do you think this is fair? Give reasons for your answer and present to 
the class.
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Key Themes

Love
As soon as Romeo and Juliet see each other they fall immediately in love. The focus of 
the story is the love they have for each other and how they would do anything to be 
together. Even if this means going against everything their families are telling them.

Conflict
Romeo and Juliet’s families do not get along. The Capulets and the Montagues are 
constantly fighting and have been taught to hate each other. The story also explores 
the conflict between Juliet and her father as he wants her to marry somebody she 
does not love.

Family
Shakespeare’s story is about two families, the Montagues and the Capulets. Even 
though these families are very similar they are always in conflict. The families cannot 
allow Romeo and Juliet to be together and they do not allow for them to be happily 
in love. However when they both die the two families agree to end the conflict and 
remember their children’s deaths.

Glossary

conflict A serious disagreement and argument.

Activity: As you read the story, collect examples for each theme on a post-it note and 
add them to a working wall.

Challenge: Thinking time- which of the themes do you think is the most 
important in the story? If one of the themes disappeared, could the story 
stay the same?
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Word bank

Draw a picture Character description

Using the information from the text below create a word bank followed by a character 
profile about Romeo.

Later that night, Romeo couldn’t stay away from Juliet. He climbed the garden 
wall of the Capulet house and hid in the bushes. Romeo could only think about 
how much he loved Juliet.

Paris drew his sword. Romeo and Paris began to fight. Because Romeo was so 
upset and angry about Juliet’s death, he killed Paris.

Romeo was very upset and knew he couldn’t live without her.

Challenge: Can you create a character spotlight for Juliet or Lord Capulet?

Character Spotlight
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Post-read Discussion

Why do you think the Capulets and Montagues hated each other? Think about what you 
already know about social class and the line below:
     Many years ago in Verona, Italy, there lived two wealthy families.

How did Romeo and Benvolio get into the Capulet’s masquerade ball?

Page 32 - How do you think Juliet felt when she found out that Romeo was a Montague? 
Use evidence from the text to support your answer. 

Who helped Romeo and Juliet marry each other in secret?

Why do you think that Benvolio and Mercutio hadn’t seen Romeo? Where had he been?
     In town, Benvolio and Mercutio had been looking for Romeo. They hadn’t seen him 
     since the masquerade ball.

Why did Tybalt want to fight Romeo?

Page 48 - Why did Romeo want the fighting to stop? 

Why did Juliet not tell Lord Capulet that she had married Romeo even when he told her 
she had to marry Paris?

What plan did Juliet and the Friar make together so that she could be back with Romeo?

Page 62 - What emotions do you think Juliet felt when planning to drink the vial? 

Why did Romeo choose to drink the poison? Use evidence from the text to support your 
answer. Which key theme does this support?

When Juliet saw that Romeo had died for her what do you think she was thinking and 
how do you think she felt? Draw a mind map of thoughts and feelings.

Why did the Capulets and Montagues agree to stop fighting? What emotions did they all 
feel?

Activity options:
Create a story map or story mountain for the story- verbally retell the story to a 
friend. 

Page 62 - write a diary entry in the role of Juliet explaining how you feel about 
taking the vial.  Instead of a written diary entry, students could also do a verbal tv 
interview or monologue. They could also draw an image to portray the feelings Juliet 
experienced, considering colours and how they link to emotions.
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