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Teaching and Learning Resources

E A S I E R  C L A S S I C S

Summary
Pinocchio is a story about a magical wooden puppet who strives to learn about life and make 
the right choices. 
The story begins with Geppetto who made a wish to have a child of his own. The Blue Fairy sent 
him some magical wood which he used to carve a puppet, Pinocchio. The magical wood meant 
that Pinocchio could move, talk and feel emotions like a real boy. 
Pinocchio lives with Geppetto, his Papa. He has a lot to learn. Pinocchio makes bad choices and 
ends up in trouble. He learns that when he lies his nose grows. He goes on a magical adventure, 
learning about life and how to make the right choices along the way.
When reunited with his Papa, he decides it is time to behave and that being good is the best 
choice. To thank the Blue Fairy for saving him and his Papa, they look after her when she is 
unwell in hospital. Her final wish before she dies is to give them the life they wished for, and 
Pinocchio becomes a real boy. 
Context 
The Adventures of Pinocchio was written by Carlo Collodi from Italy. Collodi wrote political and 
funny newspaper stories to cheer people up during the war. He started writing Pinocchio as 
a newspaper series in 1881 before it became a book in 1883. It has been written in over 260 
different languages and is also a Disney film.

Glossary

Papa

Political

Another name for dad or father.

Relating to governments and how countries are run.
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Pre-Read Discussion Questions and Activities  

Challenge: How many stories can you think of with thieves or tricks? Do they 
have a similar ending to each other? Could that help you predict the ending for 
this story?

Activity 1: Front Cover Analysis
Label the book cover, looking for:
Its main features
Potential main themes 
Genre clues
Inferences about the text 

Discussion questions: 
What does the title tell us about the story? What 
adventures do you think Pinocchio will go on?

Who is the main character and what do you think they 
will be like?

Who wrote the book?

Activity 2: Back Cover Analysis
What have you learnt already about the story?

What genre do you think the story is? Why do you 
think this?

Think about the phrase ‘in a world full of tricks and 
thieves’. What does it tell you about the story and 
can you predict what might happen?

2. Questions based on the book cover

Activity 1: Pinocchio is a story about a puppet. Can you create your own puppet using 
card and split pins? Use your puppet/s to tell your own story.

Activity 2: Watch an old puppet show online. Why do you think they used to be popular?
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Key Themes

Activity:

Choices and Consequences
Pinocchio has to learn everything, including learning right from wrong. He has to 
learn to make the right choices and when he doesn’t, he faces the consequences of his 
actions. Pinocchio learns how to be a good person after making many mistakes.

As you read the story, collect examples for each theme on a post-it note and add them to 
a working wall.

Honesty
Pinocchio is a magic puppet but sometimes his magic does not help him. When he tells 
lies he finds out that his nose grows. It only returns to its usual size when he tells the 
truth. This teaches him that it is important to be honest and tell the truth. 

The Importance of Family
Pinocchio is looked after by his creator who becomes his Papa. His Papa does 
everything he can to protect Pinocchio. As Pinocchio grows older, he starts to 
make bad choices and make mistakes. After his adventures take him further and 
further away from home, Pinocchio begins to learn how important his Papa is to 
him. Pinocchio tries to return home, but unfortunately continues to make wrong 
choices, inevitably taking him further and further from Papa and his home.

Glossary

Consequence

Honesty

The result or effect of something.

Telling the truth.

Challenge: Think about the theme of honesty. Is there ever a time when telling 
a lie is ok? When would this be? Split into two debate teams to discuss this, 
make sure to give a reason for your answer.
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Character Focus - Pinocchio

Think about when Pinocchio thought he was about to be turned into a donley at ‘The 
Land of Toys’.

Starter Activity:
Create a conscience alley for Pinocchio. An adult plays the role of Pinocchio, they 
will then walk between two rows of students. The students must ask questions for 
Pinocchio (the adult) to answer.

Drama opportunity:
In pairs, act out a news report interview with Pinocchio. Think about what questions 
could be asked and how Pinocchio would answer.

Points to consider to support this activity:
What had already happened to him so far in the story?
How would he be feeling?
Do you think he had any regrets?
If he could see his Papa again, what do you think he would say?
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Word bank

Draw a picture Character description 

Character Spotlight

Challenge: Can you create a character spotlight for Pinocchio using all the 
information you gathered for your drama piece?
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Post-read Discussion

Page 6-10 - What do you think Geppetto wished for? Use evidence from the text to 
support your answer.

How do you think Geppetto felt when the fairy sent him a piece of magic wood?

What does this sentence tell you about Pinocchio? What words describe his 
personality?

How do you think Pinocchio felt when his Papa kept him inside because he said it was 
safer?

Turn to page 28. Why do you think the Blue Fairy thought that Pinocchio needed to 
learn right and wrong. How did the Cricket help him with this lesson?

Why did Pinocchio go with Mangiafuoco to perform for him? What do you think he 
was feeling about Papa selling his coat? 

Turn to page 54. Were Pinocchio and Alfonso real friends? 

How did Mangiafuoco change as a character when he saw that Pinocchio was upset? 
Give evidence from the text to support your answer. 

Turn to page 64. Pinocchio had just been tricked so why do you think he chose to 
trust the fox and cat? 

Once Geppetto had put the little body together, it started to run around 
the workshop, even though it didn’t have a head to see where it was going!

One night, Geppetto wished  

upon a star. A blue fairy heard 

Geppetto’s wish and gave him  

a magical block of wood. 

The wood didn’t look magical.  

But when Geppetto started working 

with the block of wood, he could  

feel the magic inside of it. 

wished upon a star - When someone 
makes a wish when they see a star  
at night-time. 

8 9

Mangiafuoco was very angry.  

He threatened to chop Alfonso up.  

As he picked up his axe, Pinocchio 

crouched over Alfonso to protect him. 

‘No! I can’t let you hurt him,’ said 

Pinocchio. ‘He’s my only friend.’

threatened - When someone says  
they are going to hurt someone else.
protect - To look after.

54 55
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Post-read Discussion

Turn to page 70. Why did Pinocchio feel ashamed? 

Do you think the Blue Fairy would have let Pinocchio go to ‘The Land of Toys’ if he had 
asked her? Give evidence for your reason. 

Why do you think it was called ‘The Land of Toys’? How did this help them capture the 
children?

Why did they change children into donkeys? 

How do you think Pinocchio and his Papa felt when they found each other inside the 
shark’s stomach?

Why did Pinocchio want to pay for the Blue Fairy’s medical treatment and how did 
she thank them for it? 

Pinocchio wanted to tell Cricket 

everything that had happened.  

But he felt ashamed. 

 

So, he lied and said, ‘I was taken  

by a witch! She put a spell on me 

and there was nothing I could do!’

 

As he said this, his wooden nose 

grew three times longer. 

ashamed - When someone feels bad 
about something they have done. 

70 71

Activities:
1. Create a story map or story mountain for the story. Verbally re-tell the story to a friend. 
2. If you could make a wish, what would you wish for?
3. Design a poster advertising Pinocchio’s performance and Mangiafuoco’s show. 
4. Conduct a research project into puppets and how they have evolved over the years.
5. Work in a group to write, design and perform your own puppet show. This show is to be 
performed to 4 year old children. Make sure to think about your audience, your puppet 
designs and the set, as well as the narrative itself.
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This Teaching and Learning Resource has been written by 
Katie Corrigan as part of Every Cherry Publishing. 

For more resources like this one, please visit:  
https://www.everycherry.com/resources 


