Summary

The Jungle Book is a story based on animal characters, all living in the Indian jungle. In the
story, the animals can talk and communicate.

Mowgli is alone and lost in the jungle. A family of wolves decide to raise him like their own
child. Animals in the jungle teach Mowgli how to survive, teaching him how to communicate
and respect the rules of the jungle. But Shere Khan, the tiger, does not like Mowgli. Shere Khan
threatens to hurt Mowgli unless he leaves the jungle.

Mowgli loves jungle life, but he has to go to live in a village with humans to stay safe from Shere
Khan. However, that doesn'’t last for long. Mowgli misses his jungle family and makes a plan to
defeat Shere Khan and return to his jungle home and family.

Context
The Jungle Book was written by Rudyard Kipling in 189%. The first stories were published in a
magazine with Kipling's Dad hand-sketching the illustrations.

Kipling was born in India and lived there until the age of 6. He then spent 10 years in England
before going back to India to work. When Kipling lived in England, he lived with his sister and a
British family who looked after Indian children who came to England to study. Kipling's parents
stayed in India and he had no other family in England. It is thought that Mowgli living without
his parents is similar to Kipling’s childhood.

The story has since been re-written many times and turned into films.

Glossary

Illustration Anillustration in a book is a picture, design or
diagram.
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Pre-Read Discussion Questions and Activities

Activity 1: Research jungles across the world. Can you compare the similarities or
differences of jungles in different countries?

Activity 2: After watching videos of jungles and looking at photos, create your own
jungle artwork. Consider the different types of media you could use to create your
artwork. As an extension, write or verbally record a setting description of your jungle.

2. Questions based on the book cover

Activity 1: Front Cover Analysis
Label the book cover, looking for:

® Its main features
Potential main themes

® Genre clues

® Inferences about the text

Discussion questions:
What does the title tell us about the story?

©® Who is the main character and what do you think they
will be like?

‘ WhO WV'Ote the bOOk? ’g “ EASIER CLASSICS i
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Activity 2: Back Cover Analysis
What have you learnt already about the story?

©® What genre do you think the story is? Why do you think Y
this? 3
® What do you think happens that makes Mowgli learn | T —

Iustrated Audiobook

that the jungle is not a place for boys? @ .“ @

] iz ]
=5 o Marsodlessissl |

Challenge: Can you think of two predictions for the story? One prediction must
be what you know already about the book and the jungle as evidence. One
prediction can be as imaginative as you like. Your predictions can be presented
verbally, drawn or painted.
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Key Themes

Activity:
As you read the story, collect examples for each theme on a post-it note and add them to

a working wall.

Abandonment and Foster Care

Mowgli is abandoned by his birth parents and then fostered and raised by the jungle
animals. When trouble starts, they send him to live in the human village. The villagers
look after him for a short time before they don't trust him and he has to leave. It is
thought that Kipling based Mowgli on his own experience of being sent to England by
his parents to live with people he didn’t know.

é N
Identity
Mowgli is raised by the animals in the jungle and his name means ‘frog’. Mowgli knows
he is different to the animals in the jungle but is part of their family. When he joins the
humans in the village, he realises he knows nothing about human life, from learning
how to wear clothes to struggling to understand a human language. Mowgli doesn’t
'fit in’ in the jungle or the human village. However, he learns his true family are the

jungle animals and that is where his true self is found.
\ V.

i Rules and Responsibility |
The jungle has its own rules that animals follow. They have leaders who enforce the
rules, encouraging all animals to respect the leading animal who has the authority.
They all have their own responsibility and some animals take the responsibility

for protecting Mowgli, whilst others want him gone. The Jungle Book explores the
natural environment of the jungle where animals fight to protect their families.

Glossary

Authority People who have the power to make decisions and
to make sure rules are followed.

Challenge: Think about the theme of identity. How do you know who you are?
What do you love or hate? How do you treat other people? Do you belong to any
clubs or groups?
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Character Focus - Mowgli

Starter Activity:
Create freeze frames from events in the story leading up to this moment. Include when
Mowgli’s jungle family told him he had to leave. How many freeze frames represent
Mowgli being happy and how many represent him being upset?

Word collection:
® Gather words to describe Mowgli. Think of how he looks and also his personality.
Diary Entry:

® Pupils to write a diary entry in the role of Mowgli. They can choose any chapter in the
text to base their entry on. Use sentences including how Mowgli felt with evidence
from the text.
For example: | felt brave when | ... Because ...
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Character Spotlight

Challenge: Can you create a character spotlight for Mowgli using all the
information you gathered for your drama piece?

Word bank
é Y
\ J
Draw a picture Character description
é Y
A J
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Post-Read Discussion

When the Wolves first saw Mowgli, Mother Wolf was worried. What do you think she

was worried about?

‘Be careful!’ said Mother Wolf. 'Humans don't treat animals very well!
Read page 12. What does the text tell you about Akela? Why do they need his
permission to keep Mowgli?

Why do you think Shere Khan wanted to hurt Mowgli?

Read pages 22-24. How do you think Mowgli felt about having to learn the Master
Words?

Read page 26. Mowgli knew that Shere Khan wanted to kill him. How do you think he
felt?

What did Mowgli have to do to ask the Kite for help?
Read pages 40- 42. What did the monkeys want Mowgli to do for them?

How did Baloo feel about asking Kaa for help?

Why were the wolves worried when Akela went missing? How was that dangerous for

Mowgli?

How do you think Mother and Father Wolf felt about sending Mowgli to live in the
man village?

What do you think Mowgli was thinking about when he arrived at the village?

How did Mowgli help in the village using his Master Words?

Why were the village men angry at Mowgli?

Why did Mowgli leave the village?
What did Mowgli do to win his fight against Shere Khan?
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Chapter 3
As Mowgli grew older, Bagheera
and Baloo taught him the laws of

the jungle.

One morning, Bagheera and Baloo
wanted to teach Mowgli the Master
Words. The Master Words would (et
Mowgli talk to and understand every

animal in the jungle.

But Mowgli wanted to play with his

wolf brother, Grey, instead.

s

N

‘We want to know how to build

explained. ‘But most of all, we

want to make fire!”

‘But | don’t know how to do any

of those things!” Mowgli said.

and said, angrily, ‘Then you had

better learn’

Mowgli was scared.

houses and make clothes, Bandar

Bandar stepped closer to Mowgli

explained - To help someone

understand something.
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Post-Read Discussion

Activities:
1. Create story map or story mountain for the story- verbally retell the story to a friend.

2. Rewrite the end of the story with Mowgli staying to live in the village.
3. Choose an animal that is featured in the text, create a fact file about the animal you

have chosen.
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