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Teaching and Learning Resources

Summary

Set in Victorian times, the story is about Ebenezer Scrooge who transforms his life and changes
his ways. On Christmas Eve, Scrooge is visited by three ghosts who show him how selfish

and greedy he is. After the ghosts visit Scrooge, he changes his behavior and learns the true
meaning of Christmas, kindness and family.

Context

A Christmas Carol is a traditional Christmas ghost story which has been rewritten many

times. It has also been made into films. Charles Dickens wrote ‘A Christmas Carol’ to reflect his
childhood during the Victorian times. At this time, the difference between the poor and the rich
was bigger than it is today and he wanted to make people think about this.
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Activity 1: Do you know any facts about the Victorian times? Research Victorians by
looking at images and videos.

Activity 2: : Look at the differences between Victorian times and now. Create a matching
game using images. For example, a present day house matched with a Victorian house.

Questions based on the book cover

Activity 1: Front Cover Analysis

Label the front cover looking for: ‘ CHRI‘%TM AS K
® [ts main features -
Genre clues _: CAROL B

3 " Charles Occhens
©® What does the title tell us about the story?

® Who wrote the book?

The front cover shows a picture of Scrooge. What do you
think he is like and why?

Activity 2: Back Cover Analysis
. Za A
©® What do you think will happen to Scrooge? Serooge was a greedy old mant
® Why do you think he needs to learn to be kind? . ? ”E& . 4 '
' ? ? '
Do you want to read.thls story? Why/ Why not? Have a P omED o
voting station for children to cast their vote. Could they teach Him how to be kind?
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Challenge: Research and compare - think about the word Scrooge. Do you know any
other characters like him? Look at pictures of book characters you know and decide if
they are like Scrooge or not.

www.everycherry.com ®



Key Themes

Activity: Act out different scenes from the story which represent each theme, create
a freeze frame photo and write a sentence to explain the theme happening.

Christmas
Christmas is a time to celebrate together as a family and is meant to be a time to
think about others, share gifts and show love. The title ‘A Christmas Carol’ was chosen
because it makes us think about the joy of people singing Christmas carols together.
The original story had been set out in the same structure as a Christmas carol, which
is a song people sing at Christmas.

Forgiveness
After the ghosts helped Scrooge see all the wrong choices he had made, he changed
his behaviour. He went from being miserable and greedy to being good and kind.
Charles Dickens believed that anybody could change their behavior and be forgiven.

When somebodly is forgiven, they have said sorry and shown that they will change.
- J

[ Being Treated Differently )

In the Victorian times, poor people and rich people were treated very differently.
Scrooge was rich and Cratchit was poor. The rich people did not treat poor people
kindly and this was shown through Scrooge being a nasty person. Not everybody was
Ltreated the same and it was not very fair.
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Character Spotlight

Starter Activity:
Create freeze frames from the story by taking photos.
Order the freeze frame photos to create a story sequence.

Artwork:

® Looking at each freeze frame, think about how Scrooge felt and why. You could talk
about the feelings or use artwork and colours to show how he felt. Think about what
colour would show anger, sadness, happiness or any other feelings you think of.

Challenge 1: How did Scrooge change in the story and why?
Challenge 2: Can you create a character spotlight for Scrooge as a group?
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Post-Read Discussion

® Page 8 - What sort of man was Scrooge?
What was Scrooge doing in his office on Christmas eve?
Page 12 - Why did Scrooge not want to go to Christmas dinner?

® How does Scrooge feel when the door knocker changes to a ghost looking like his
friend Marley?

Page 18 - What do you think ‘Bah Humbug’ means?
Page 28 - Why was the ghost wearing a chain?
® Where did the first ghost take Scrooge?
Page 46 - Who was Fred?
Where did the second ghost take Scrooge?
Page 60 - What was the ghost of Christmas present wearing?

How do you think Scrooge felt after the ghosts had visited? Use evidence from the
text for your answer.

® What did Scrooge send to Bob Cractchit and his family and why?
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Then Scrooge’s nephew Fred arrived. Cooked turkeys, puddings, chickens
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He had come to invite Scrooge to and sausages were piled up high.
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Christmas dinner the next day. A giant wearing a green robe sat
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‘No, said Scrooge. He hated Christmas. next to the food. ‘I am the Ghost of
al @
Fred left. Christmas Present, said the ghost.
12 13 60 61

Activity 1: Create story map or story mountain for the story- verbally retell the story
to a friend.

Activity 2: Write a letter as a group as Scrooge to his old friends to apologise for what
he has done. This can be a written letter, verbal apology or an apology card.
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Big stories, fewer barriers.
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Adapted for easier reading
with illustrations by Pip Sposito

This Teaching and Learning Resource has been written by
Katie Corrigan as part of Every Cherry Publishing.

For more resources like this one, please visit:
https://www.everycherry.com/resources
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